Disclosure of E-Mails between Nancy Tower and City Employees for the month of March.

1) -----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2007 9:28 AM
To: 'Renee Williams'; Arlene Blanchard
Cc: George Clyde; Ron Leleux; samoss1@aol.com; cduncanagency@bellsouth.net; dru Ellender; mwkoonce1975@aol.com; Skipper Drost
Subject: RE: addition to the agenda
Thanks for letting me know. 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Renee Williams [mailto:RWilliams@sulphur.org] 
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2007 9:09 AM
To: Arlene Blanchard
Cc: George Clyde; Ron Leleux; samoss1@aol.com; cduncanagency@bellsouth.net; dru Ellender; mwkoonce1975@aol.com; Skipper Drost; Tower, Nancy (NT)
Subject: RE: addition to the agenda
 

Arlene, 
 
Please let Nancy know that the meeting which was held is standard procedure in the audit process.  It’s called the “exit conference”.  It’s an opportunity for the administration to receive an overview of the audit.  No copies were presented to the Mayor and Mr. Clyde.  As soon as the completed document is presented to this office, copies will be provided to the Council members.  If at all possible, it will be provided to the City Council prior to the meeting.
 
Renee Williams
Administrative Assistant
 
 
From: Arlene Blanchard 
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 1:24 PM
To: Renee Williams
Subject: FW: addition to the agenda
 
Arlene Blanchard
City Council Clerk
 
 


From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 4:24 PM
To: Arlene Blanchard
Subject: RE: addition to the agenda
 

Any idea when we’ll get a copy of the report?  I hope it’s at least a few days before the meeting.
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Arlene Blanchard [mailto:ABlanchard@sulphur.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 3:30 PM
To: dru Ellender; mwkoonce1975@aol.com; cduncanagency@bellsouth.net; Tower, Nancy (NT); samoss1@aol.com
Subject: addition to the agenda
 

Councilmen:

 

Mr. George and the Mayor met with the auditors this afternoon and the following has been added to the agenda:

 

 

5. Presentation of audit for Fiscal Year ending June 30, 2006 and Resolution accepting said audit. RES13-07 (Mayor LeLeux)

 
 
Arlene Blanchard
City Council Clerk
 

2) -----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2007 9:46 AM
To: 'Glenn Berry'
Subject: RE: agenda item
Absolutely.  Thanks for the response.  I sometimes feel like every move I make is under a magnifying glass with people looking for fault.
 
I will see if I can add the “public urination” ordinance to this month’s agenda.  Was it written fine last time – or do we need to change anything?
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Glenn Berry [mailto:GBerry@sulphur.org] 
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2007 9:27 AM
To: Tower, Nancy (NT)
Subject: RE: agenda item
 

Nancy, 
 
I have spoken with Chief Abrahams concerning this and we also do not understand why anyone would have a problem with it. The solution that we see that may be a better road to take would be for us to contact you or one of the other Council Members when we run into a situation that was covered in section 8 but is not covered in title 14 and request that portion of section 8 be reinstated. An example of this is the ordinance concerning urinating in public. I was at a Neighborhood Watch meeting Tuesday evening and that was a concern of some of the members. The obscenity statutes in title 14 do not necessarily cover urinating in public whereas the ordinance in section 8 did just that. Could you just remove the request for the comparison and as I said earlier, we will just contact a Council Member when we run into an ordinance that we feel needs to be reinstated? Could you also request that the Urinating in Public ordinance be reinstated? If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 


From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 4:46 PM
To: Chris Abrahams; Glenn Berry
Subject: agenda item
 

I’m sure I work in a completely different environment than you guys.  In my world, it’s not a bad thing to document a request. It highlights the importance of and draws attention to activities that often require extra resources. Intra-departmentally we actually ask for work orders, service requests and documented directives with timeframes. It’s part of a quality management system that is very effective.
 
If either of you have the slightest concern regarding the proposed resolution requesting the chapter 8 vs. title 14 comparison then, by all means, let’s remove it. I may not understand the sensitivity, but this is not important enough to me to argue about.
 
Unless I hear otherwise from you by tomorrow afternoon, I’ll ask Arlene to remove this item – the request is documented in the draft resolution I’ve already sent you.
***** (This e-mail chain is related to a February request from me that we place a resolution on the agenda to direct the Chief of Police to provide a comparison of the two criminal codes to determine which items we need to reinstate.)
3) -----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Monday, March 05, 2007 2:10 PM
To: 'Dennis Bergeron'
Cc: 'tpalhunter@aol.com'; 'John Bruce'
Subject: RE: drainage meeting needed
Good to hear from you – even if it is through e-mail.  Glad you’re doing well.
 
Tony called today to say that he could not meet Tuesday afternoon after all.  He can meet anytime Tuesday morning (which I could do as well – the earlier the better) and he can meet anytime Wednesday afternoon, anytime after 1:30 (which is also good for me).
 
Please let me know if you could work around any of these options.  He and I can both plan to meet at your office if that works.
 
I’m copying Tony and John on this e-mail so that we’re all in the loop.
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Dennis Bergeron [mailto:DBergeron@sulphur.org] 
Sent: Monday, March 05, 2007 10:27 AM
To: Tower, Nancy (NT)
Subject: RE: drainage meeting needed
 

Nancy we can meet anytime after 2:30
 


From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2007 4:05 PM
To: John Bruce; tpalhunter@aol.com; Dennis Bergeron
Subject: drainage meeting needed
 

Tony has a rezone request for a piece of property off of Beglis. I’d like to support the rezone because I think it would be good for the city, but I’m concerned about drainage issues.
 
Not only are the drainage issues related to the rezone in question, but I was also wondering about how this might impact the future drainage projects that are being considered by the legislature in our grant application.
 
When I talked to Tony about a couple of the amendments that I might need to offer to address the drainage issue he expressed some concerns about the suggested projects.
 
Since we’ll need Tony’s help and we might be able to include some portions of the agreement in the rezone request – I’d like to ask that we meet ASAP.
 
Tony and I are both available all afternoon on Tuesday, March 6.  If anytime during the afternoon will work for you, please let me know and we will be there.
 
Thank YOU!
4) -----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2007 8:51 AM
To: 'Dennis Bergeron'
Subject: FW: Monthly newsletter- new construction at Wastewater treatment plants
Dennis – since this newsletter discusses construction of new wastewater treatment plants and water treatment issues related to construction, I thought you and Mr. O’Quinn might be interested.
 
THANKS1
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Russell, Geoff (G) 
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2007 8:14 AM
To: Tower, Nancy (NT)
Subject: FW: Monthly newsletter- new construction at Wastewater treatment plants
 

A timely newsletter to send to Dennis.  
 
-----Original Message-----
From: ELFEnvironmental@aol.com [mailto:ELFEnvironmental@aol.com] 
Sent: Monday, March 05, 2007 10:33 AM
To: admin@environmentalleverage.com
Subject: Monthly newsletter- new construction at Wastewater treatment plants
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Please see this month's newsletter
 
We still have a few openings for the March Filamentous Identification class if you are interested and some spots left open in May for the two Operators classes down in Louisana. Please  contact us if you are interested.
 
thanks
Tracy Finnegan
Environmental Leverage Inc.
WWW.EnvironmentalLeverage.com
630-906-9791
fax-630-906-9792
cell 630-698-2443
skype Environmental03
 
5) -----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2007 5:18 PM
To: 'Dennis Bergeron'
Subject: FW: 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Arlene Blanchard [mailto:ABlanchard@sulphur.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2007 2:13 PM
To: Tower, Nancy (NT)
Subject: 
 

Nancy,
 
This is the information I gave Dru:
 
            There are approx. 190 families that live in individually owned Section 8 housing throughout the city. Houses are from 1-4 bedrooms. This info. was furnished by Veena at the Housing Authority.
 
            The Sulphur Housing Authority has 202 apartments
                        1 BR = 74
                        2 BR = 62
                        3 BR = 54
                        4 BR = 12
            They house approx. 350 people (at the time I spoke to Veena)
 
I spoke to Beverly at Parkway Apts. and she said they have 48 apartments and house approx. 316 people
 
This info. was gathered in June, 2006
 
Arlene Blanchard
City Council Clerk
 

 
6) -----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2007 4:06 PM
To: 'Dennis Bergeron'
Cc: 'tilelady_30@hotmail.com'
Subject: traffic light
Dennis,
 
I know we’ve talked before about coordinating lights on Maplewood Drive, but that whole effort would probably be something that we’d need a contract traffic engineer to study.
 
Meanwhile, I’ve got one issue in particular that I was hoping Ducote could take care of for us.  The light on Maplewood Drive and Post Oak appears to be set fairly ineffectively.  Could you ask Rod or one of his people to look at it? During peak times it holds traffic back substantially specifically the way the turn signals are set.
 
I’m copying Angela Martin on this e-mail because she is the person who most recently brought this issue to my attention.
 
Thanks!
 
7) -----Original Message-----
From: Danny Dupre [mailto:DDupre@sulphur.org] 
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2007 3:40 PM
To: Tower, Nancy (NT)
Subject: FW: 1410 POPLAR ST.
 



From: Kevin J. Manuel 
Sent: Friday, March 09, 2007 2:30 PM
To: inspections@sulphur.org
Subject: 1410 POPLAR ST. 

SF-5 & MECH INSP REPORTED TO CHECK ON REPORT OF CONSTRUCTION AT RESIDENCE. THERE WAS ONLY COSMETIC WORK, PAINTING, AND CLEANING GOING ON. PAM MARCANTEL FROM HOME & OFFICE IMPROVEMENTS WAS DOING VOLUNTEER WORK FOR THE NEEDY IN THE COMMUNITY.
3/9/2007 2:29 PM
 
INSP. MANUEL

8) ----- Original Message ----- 

From: tower520@bellsouth.net 

To: Danny Dupre 

Sent: Saturday, March 10, 2007 10:46 PM

Subject: Re: Remodling Work on Poplar

Thanks for following up!

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Danny Dupre 

To: tower520@bellsouth.net 

Sent: Friday, March 09, 2007 11:12 AM

Subject: RE: Remodling Work on Poplar

Thanks for your report we will check on it as soon as possible.
Danny
 



From: tower520@bellsouth.net [mailto:tower520@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2007 9:14 PM
To: Danny Dupre
Subject: Remodling Work on Poplar
 

I've been up and down Poplar quite a bit lately. I've noticed a good bit of remolding going on at the group home there.  If it's more than $100 worth or renovations - they need a permit, right?  Any chance they have one?
9) -----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2007 10:04 AM
To: 'Chris Abrahams'
Subject: RE: fines
I was asking the last question based on your territory only – so I’ll take that as a “no.”  THANKS for the response.
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Chris Abrahams [mailto:CAbrahams@sulphur.org] 
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2007 10:00 AM
To: Tower, Nancy (NT)
Subject: RE: fines
 

We do not have percentages on personnel in jail who are here for traffic fines. They are numerous from time to time. As for as the last question that is not my territory. Sorry.
 


-----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Thursday, March 08, 2007 5:07 PM
To: 'cabrahams@sulphur.org'
Subject: fines
I’m interested in understanding how we can increase or hold steady on the number of tickets that we write annually, yet see our income from fines drop year after year.
 
I only see three potential reasons:
1) People are opting for jail time or community service instead of paying fines.
2) People are winning more often in court when they contest the fines.
3) Someone is fixing tickets.
 
Maybe it’s all three, maybe there are other reasons I don’t know about. Can you enlighten me? (842-7849)
10) -----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2007 3:13 PM
To: 'Danny Dupre'
Subject: FW: Business, Industry, Homeowners, Policy holders: Learn how this issue could affect you!
Importance: High
FYI – I’m sure you could teach this “building code controversy” luncheon, but I thought I’d forward the info to you anyway.
 
-----Original Message-----
From: League of WoMen Voters of Baton Rouge [mailto:lwvbr@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2007 11:01 AM
To: * * A Very Important Announcement for YOU; * * A Very Important Announcement for YOU
Subject: Business, Industry, Homeowners, Policy holders: Learn how this issue could affect you!
Importance: High
 

    Lunch With the League's 2007 March topic: 
    What is Louisiana's Future in Building? 
Reservations required by 5 p.m. Tuesday, March 20, 2007.

The League of Women Voters of Baton Rouge will hold a lunch seminar on 
the Building code controversy brewing for the 2007 Legislative session 
Thursday, March 22 at Dillons at The Place on Florida Boulevard.  
Registration/networking at 11:30 a.m.  Lunch/Program at Noon.

Dan Garrett, LA Police Jury Association,  Randy Noel, Chairman, LA State 
Uniform Construction Code Council & Board Member, Louisiana Homebuilders 
Association are some of the speakers.   

This is a very important discussion for Louisiana citizens and legislators 
about the impact that any legislative action to weaken the newly adopted
building code will have on the building industry in Louisiana, 
insurance rates, and the Louisiana citizen as consumers and policy holders.

Lunch with the League (LWL)  is a catered event at our new location at 
Dillion's at the Place, 5055 Florida Boulevard, Baton Rouge, LA.*
Registration is required.  Tickets are $20 for members, $25 for general admission. 
The deadline to  register is 5 p.m. Tuesday. For reservations, reply to this e-mail 
lwvbr@lwvbr.org or call 225.334.9999.
 
11) -----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2007 5:54 PM
To: 'Renee Williams'
Subject: leak 
Renee - some words that I thought might come in handy regarding the "health concern" issue, which may come up again.  The mayor may want to issue something to the area hospitals.  
 

Additionally, I hope we work with someone to ensure that Blake Hines’ folks have the proper protective equipment, etc. to work in this contaminated environment. 
 

Also, I guess you know the concern about the oyster beds - they're 20-miles downsteam, but this could have an impact (stranger things have happened).
 

*******************
Although there are many potential acute and chronic health impacts associated with exposure to raw sewage, the Sulphur sewage leak into Bayou D'Inde should result in no such concerns.  In order to have a negative reaction to the leaked material there must first be exposure.  There should be no fishing, swimming or water activity in the area of the leak that would allow an individual to become exposed to the sewage. 
 

Testing is being conducted by the Department of Environmental Quality both downstream and upstream of the leak; approximately a four-mile section of the bayou. Additionally, the Department of Health and Hospitals is aware of the situation and involved to the extent that they believe is necessary.
 

Employees working in the area will be required to take the necessary precautions to minimize exposure and follow proper decontamination procedures following contact with the contaminated water.
12) -----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2007 5:42 PM
To: 'Renee Williams'
Subject: patrols by sewage leak
I talked with Julie Khoury at WCCH today regarding health impacts associated with exposure to raw sewage.  My main message to her was that there should be no exposure - hence no health impacts.  
 

This led me to wonder whether or not there were any patrols in the area to ensure that no one accidentally or purposely exposes themselves to the sewage. I talked with Billy Akin to see if the DEQ had anyone stationed in the area 24/7 and he said that they did not, but that might be a good idea.
 

I hate to say this, but I know of instances where people have purposely entered into what could have been harms-way for the purpose of filing a lawsuit.  I don't want that to be the case here.
 

Just thought - I'd ask.
13) -----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2007 5:32 PM
To: 'Renee Williams'
Subject: RE: press release
We don’t need people to minimize their water use or anything?
 
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Renee Williams [mailto:RWilliams@sulphur.org] 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2007 5:08 PM
To: Arlene Blanchard; dru Ellender; mwkoonce1975@aol.com; cduncanagency@bellsouth.net; Tower, Nancy (NT); samoss1@aol.com
Subject: press release
 

Renee Williams
Administrative Assistant
14) ----- Original Message ----- 

From: tower520@bellsouth.net 

To: Dennis Bergeron 

Sent: Friday, March 23, 2007 7:38 PM

Subject: Re: update

Fabulous!  THANKS!

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Dennis Bergeron 

To: tower520@bellsouth.net 

Sent: Friday, March 23, 2007 9:52 AM

Subject: RE: update

Nancy at this moment the contractor is fussing the pipe together and beginning the directional boring.



From: tower520@bellsouth.net [mailto:tower520@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2007 4:17 PM
To: Renee Williams; Arlene Blanchard; Dennis Bergeron
Subject: update
What's the update on the sewage line?  Was the contractor able to help us out while waiting on the pipe? Any new developments or major changes in the plan?  Just checking in.
15) ----- Original Message ----- 

From: tower520@bellsouth.net 

To: Danny Dupre 

Sent: Sunday, March 25, 2007 8:47 PM

Subject: Re: lot holding water in residential area

I didn't know of anything related to a single lot, but I had to ask. I'll check with Mr. Bergeron and Mr. Hardy (if Dennis can tell me which one) to see if we can get it drained.  
Thanks for the reply.

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Danny Dupre 

To: tower520@bellsouth.net 

Sent: Sunday, March 25, 2007 8:35 PM

Subject: RE: lot holding water in residential area

Nancy as far as I know no drainage plan has to be submitted on a single lot.  On a subdivision it would be different.  Also on the lot in question I think Mr. Bergeron would be either the owner or co-owner of the property.  
----- Original Message ----- 

From: tower520@bellsouth.net 

To: dbergeron@sulphur.org ; Danny Dupre 

Cc: lthib2313@suddenlink.net 

Sent: Friday, March 23, 2007 7:36 PM

Subject: lot holding water in residential area

The property across from Smitty's immediately north of Bergeron's Plummer on Post Oak that has recently been cleared is holding lots of water.  I believe that it's owned by one of the Hardy's.
 

The Thibodeaux's who live just to the north west of the property (back yard connects at edge) are very concerned about the drainage and the mosquitoes.  They called mosquito control out recently and expect to get a report soon.  Mosquito control did verify that the property is not draining and the shallow, stagnant water is full of mosquito larvae.
 

I've got two questions for you guys:
 

1) Dennis - do we have any ordinances or anything to require that this property be drained?  If so, could you get in touch with the owner and ask them to cut a ditch or something to the road?
 

2) Danny - when he asks for a building permit will he have to show how he plans to drain it?  If not, could you flag it as an issue?
 

Also, if either one of you could verify ownership of the property - I don't mind contacting the owner to see if he'd be willing to help us out.
 

Thanks for the help!
16) -----Original Message-----
From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2007 8:45 AM
To: 'Danny Dupre'
Subject: RE: fema permits
Good luck with FEMA – but it’s worth a try.  THANKS!
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Danny Dupre [mailto:DDupre@sulphur.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 27, 2007 8:39 AM
To: Keith Berry
Cc: Arlene Blanchard; Tower, Nancy (NT)
Subject: RE: fema permits
 

If we find one without a permit they are sent to the permit center to get one.  We will contact FEMA and advise them of our problem.
Thanks Danny
 


From: Keith Berry 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2007 1:57 PM
To: Danny Dupre
Subject: FW: fema permits
 

 
INSPECTOR,
Keith A Berry
City of Sulphur Fire Dept
622 North Live Oak
PO Box 1309
Sulphur, La   70664-1309
527-2050  fax # 527-2053
Email Address kberry@sulphur.org
  


From: Tower, Nancy (NT) 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2007 2:16 PM
To: Arlene Blanchard
Cc: Keith Berry
Subject: RE: fema permits
 

That’s what I’ve heard people say.  Is there anyway we can work with FEMA to tell them that they still need a permit from the city?  When we find people without permits, what do we do?
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Arlene Blanchard [mailto:ABlanchard@sulphur.org] 
Sent: Monday, March 26, 2007 2:14 PM
To: dru Ellender; mwkoonce1975@aol.com; cduncanagency@bellsouth.net; Tower, Nancy (NT); samoss1@aol.com
Subject: fema permits
 

Councilmen:
 
Keith Berry just told me that very few people are getting their permits for their FEMA extensions…..just thought I’d let ya’ll know. I guess they figure since FEMA gave them the extension they’re good to go.
 
Arlene Blanchard
City Council Clerk
  
17) ----- Original Message ----- 

From: tower520@bellsouth.net 

To: dbergeron@sulphur.org 

Sent: Thursday, March 29, 2007 9:53 PM

Subject: Fw: Strange

Any ideas?
 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Nick_Taylor@bjservices.com 

To: tower520@bellsouth.net 

Sent: Monday, March 26, 2007 6:27 AM

Subject: Strange


Good Morning, Miss Nancy 

These pix were taken Sunday afternoon, March 24, 2007 
Significant elevation change between canal at Post Oak bridge crossing and Maplewood Ave canal crossing ? 
        Post Oak Bridge         
        Maplewood Ave         

Regards,
Nick Taylor


